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Government commitments

The Government has remained committed both to the reintroduction of 
a Government Hunting Bill, and to the resolution of the issue. Here are
just some of the strong assurances made by the Government and the
Prime Minister that the House of Commons will be able to ban hunting. 

■ Manifesto commitment: “We will enable Parliament to reach a conclusion on this issue.”

Labour Party Manifesto 2001

■ The Queen’s Speech in November 2002: “A Bill will be introduced to enable Parliament to reach a 

conclusion on hunting with dogs.”

■ Prime Minister Rt Hon Tony Blair MP said, in May 2001: “I think, as we say in our manifesto, it’s important

that, since the present Bill has fallen, that we bring it back and give Parliament an opportunity to 

make its views clear again.”

■ Prime Minister’s Questions, House of Commons, 17th January 2001: Rt Hon Tony Blair MP: “I have made 

it quite clear, and my position has not changed. I am opposed to fox hunting for the reasons that 

I have given on many occasions… I think that it is absolutely certain that the will of this place 

will be made very clear.” 

■ 30 September 1999, Rt Hon Tony Blair MP on Radio 4: “I am opposed to hunting… Parliament will 

have a chance to see this through.”

■ Prime Minister Rt Hon Tony Blair MP when talking about hunting with dogs said: “It will be banned.” 

(BBC Question Time, 8 July 1999)

Pledges for a free vote
■ Rt Hon Tony Blair MP BBC Breakfast News – 26th July 1999: “I think most people feel it is particularly 

vicious.” “There will be a free vote on fox hunting, and people will vote in which ever way 

they like.”

■ At the second reading of the Hunting Bill, in December 2002, Rt Hon Alun Michael MP stated in the 

Commons, in answer to Rt Hon Gerald Kaufman MP’s question: ‘I can assure my right hon Friend 

that this is free vote territory for all members of the Parliamentary Labour Party.” (Column 577)

■ Rt Hon Peter Hain MP Business Questions 26 June 2003: “I can confirm that there will be a free vote 

and that the will of the House will be respected.” (Column 1209)

The reintroduction of the Bill and use of Parliament Act
■ Rt Hon Alun Michael MP, 21 March 2002 : 

“We promised in our manifesto that this issue would be resolved. Should there be no way through,

and should the new Bill be frustrated in its passage rather than scrutinised and improved, the 

Government could not properly stand in the way of the application of the Parliament Act, which 

of course would be a matter for this House.” (Column 457)

“If that process is frustrated and the Bill rejected, we would reintroduce the Bill as quickly as 

possible to this House. It would then be for this House and its procedures and for Mr. Speaker to 

determine whether the Parliament Act should apply.” (Column 457)

“The Government have made it clear that the Parliament Act is enabled to allow the House of 

Commons to come to decisions. The use of the Parliament Act is a matter for the House of Commons.

We will not stand in the way of that.” (Column 461)
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“I am absolutely clear that if the Government introduce a Bill that is amended in the House of 

Commons, our promise in relation to allowing the Parliament Act to obtain will apply. It would 

be a matter for the Commons. I think I cannot underline enough the important words ‘this would 

be a matter for the House of Commons.” (Column 462)

■ Rt Hon Alun Michael MP to the House of Commons, 6 December 2002 :

“I said that the Government are committed to enabling Parliament to reach a conclusion on the 

subject and that the Parliament Act would be available in the event of conflict between the two 

Houses.” (Column 762)

“Of course, if a Bill were passed by the House and blocked by another place, it would be 

reintroduced, as we have indicated. It would be not for us but for Parliament to decide whether 

the Parliament Act applied. Indeed, it is a matter for you, Mr. Speaker, to decide whether the 

Parliament Act applies in any particular circumstances.” (Column 764)

■ Rt Hon Peter Hain MP 26 June 2003 in answer to Rt Hon Gerald Kaufman MP : 

“On my right hon. Friend’s second question on the Parliament Acts and the procedure around the

Hunting Bill, I confirm that the statement by my right hon Friend the Minister for Rural Affairs 

on 21 March 2002, which is recorded in Hansard, stands. That is the position that we will follow 

and the Government stand by it.” (Column 1208)

■ Rt Hon Alun Micheal MP speaking on Radio 4 Today programme 1 July 2003 :

“I made it very clear that when we started in this process in March of last year in a statement 

what the Government saw as the way forwards, which was that we hope that the House of Lords 

will engage with any Bill that goes forwards with the Commons seek to improve and not to 

obstruct it, but if it was obstructed the Government wouldn’t stand in the way of the Parliament 

Acts applying.” 


